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WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, SD
An Internet Publication Especially for the Classes of the 1950’s Decade. Your Photos & 

Stories Are Both Requested & Encouraged. Please Send to Jack Phillips ʻ54: jackmp@me.com

Join Us For The 1st WHS Alumni Cruise 
Departing Honolulu, HI On Dec. 10, 2011

Aboard Norwegian Cruise Lineʼs, “The Pride of America”.
In Port Every Day For Seven Days.
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You can obtain all the details on this wonderful cruise that will depart from Honolulu on Dec. 10, 2011 and visit Maui, Hilo, 
Kona and Kauai.  A block of staterooms have been reserved for Washington High School Alumni and their friends. If after 
checking all of the information on this cruise on NCLʼs web site you can call NCL at 866-234-7350 for any  additional 
information you might need.  Our GROUP NUMBER IS #2099307.  A $250.00 per person deposit per person needs to be 
paid to NCL by  August 12, 2011.  The balance of your fare must be paid by  Sept. 26, 2011.  If you have any  questions I 
might be able to answer please feel free to call me at 702-735-4111. Please see stateroom rates and more on the next 
page of this O&B issue. I am working to put together a pre cruise itinerary  for those of you that would like to visit Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7th, the 70th anniversary of the Japanese bombing. It will be special commemoration!  Jack Phillips ʻ54
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What is Included?
 • See more of Hawaii with four islands and five different Hawaii 

beaches in one vacation. In fact, we spend every day on a 
Hawaiian island, offering new experiences and new beaches 
- Cruise past the Kilauea volcano at night, Napali Coast by 
day.

 • From local foods to native entertainers  to Hawaii 
Ambassadors that offer art & crafts classes, cultural lectures 
and Hula & Tahitian dance lessons, we provide an authentic 
Hawaii experience that is unmatched.

 • The Pride of America is the newest ship sailing the Hawaii 
Islands and only ship sailing under the US flag. It features the 
largest percentage of balconies  than any ship that cruises 

SHIP SPECIFICATIONS
 • Passenger Capacity: 2,138 

(double occupancy)
 • Gross Register Tonnage: 80,439
 • Overall Length: 921 feet
 • Max Beam: 105 feet
 • Draft: 26 feet
 • Engines: Diesel Electric
 • Cruise Speed: 22 knots
 • Crew: 940

Hawaii
The only itinerary of 
i t s k i n d , e n j o y 
s e v e n f u l l d a y s 
c r u i s i n g O a h u , 
Maui, Kauai and the 
Big Island of Hawaii.

Warriors
Going
Hawaii!

INSIDE CABIN - $1,049.00 plus taxes - Total $1,150.62 per person.
OBSTRUCTED OCEAN VIEW: - $1,099.00 plus taxes - Total $1,202.81 per person.

OCEAN VIEW: - $1,309.00 plus taxes - Total $1,422.02 per person.
Balcony: - $1,499.00 plus taxes - Total $1,568.15

Travel Protection Insurance is available for additional fee.       Air fare not included.

Respond now 
& join the 
fun with 
your old 

classmates.

 If you plan to join us please notify me at jackmp@me.com so I can keep you updated.
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                                      Thanks to Denny York ʼ55, for sending this interesting bit of info.

Augustana soccer field named after alumni donors
Augustana College officials announced on June 7, 2011 
that the schoolʼs soccer facility will be named Morstad 
Soccer Field, recognizing a recent gift from alumni Kent 
(WHS ̓ 54), and Judy Morstad. The Augustana soccer field 
was opened in September 2009 with no namesake. The 
facility allowed Augustana to move Viking soccer on 
campus for the first time in the programʼs history.

After graduating from Augustana in 1958, Kent Morstad, a 
Sioux Falls native and a graduate of Washington High 
School in 1954, attended the University of Minnesota for 
graduate work in mortuary science. He joined Miller 

Funeral Home in Sioux Falls in 1968 and was named partner in 1972. He 
currently serves the firm as partner and funeral director.

Judy (Lindekugel) Morstad, Augie class of 1961, is a native of Spencer. She is an active community volunteer 
and has served as president of the Parent Teacher Association and president of the Shrine Auxiliary.

Celebration of the Morstad Soccer Field naming will take place this fall. The amount of the Morstads' donation 
isn't being released.

Kent Morstad ʼ54
WHS 1954

Yearbook Photo. Judy & Kent Morstad
at the 2005

WHS All School Reunion

Editorʼs note: Dear Kent and Judy, on behalf of all of us who will always have an especially 
warm and affectionate spot in our hearts for Augie, thank you for you extreme generosity.
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Denny York ʼ55
WHS 1955 Yearbook
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Many thanks to the several WHS classmates, some 
which are Gary Hartenhoff ʼ53, Don Brown ʼ53 & Jon 
Sunde ʼ56, that  have so kindly sent me stories on the 
“The Igniterʼs”, the popular Sioux Falls car club that 
had its start  in the fifties.  I would like to thank 
MotorMarket Magazine in Sioux Falls for granting the 
O&B permission to reprint the following story.
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l. to r. Rod Smart, Pete Page ʼ54, Joe Floyd ʼ54, Pierre Forette, Bill Kullander ʼ59, Gary Hartenhoff ʻ53
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Debra looked so beautiful as she 
came down the aisle to me. I  thank 
God daily for all of my blessings.

Debra Davey and I were married in
Las Vegas, NV
on June 3, 2011.

Debra loves butterflies and one from our 
butterfly release landed on Debraʼs bouquet.

Left: June & Bud ʼ54 Olson, Scottsdale, AZ;
Warner Brown ʼ54 and Karen Gurley Brown, 
ʼ54, Mesa, AZ; Judy and Kent  Morstad ʻ54, 
Sioux Falls, SD; The Groom; Beverly Kaiser, 
Phoenix & Wayne Gustafson ʼ54, Rapid City, 
SD & Mesa, AZ; Connie Hammitt  Zimmerman 
ʼ54 & Bob Zimmerman ʼ54, Mesa, AZ
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Because it was 
such a beautiful 
wedding I just had 
to share a tiny bit of 
it with all of you. 
Only immediate 
family and a few 
very close and dear 
friends made up 
the 70 guests in 
attendance.  I was 
s o a p p r e c i a t i v e  
that some of my 
very best friends 
from WHS could 
join us. See their 
photo below.



On May 26, 2011, at 5:06 AM, Patti OʼNeal wrote: 
Jill Callison from the Argus Leader did an article on Greetings From Sioux Falls that 
appears in today's paper.  Check it out!
Link     www.greetingsfromsiouxfalls.com 
Editors note: Patti OʼNealʼs maiden name was Fitzgerald. She was in the class of ʼ57. 
This same website was also sent to me by Gary Hartenhoff ʼ53.

On Mar 28, 2011, at 10:53 AM, 
D37carlson@aol.com wrote:
Dear Jack,
Gary and I were in Hawaii during the 
recent tsunami.  We go to Hawaii every 
year during March to get away from the 
Northeast.  Our daughter lived there for 
ten years, so we went each year to visit 
her because we are good parents!  When 
she moved back to the mainland, we 
continued to go there anyway.  We stay at 
a B&B in Kailua on Oahu.  We like it 
because it is an easy walk down to the 
beach.  On Thursday, March 10, we had 
already fallen asleep when the owner of 
the B&B woke us up with the news that 
Japan had been hard hit with an 

earthquake and that the tsunami would 
reach Hawaii at 3 a.m.  She said we  were 
in the evacuation zone and needed to 

leave.  We were a little fuzzy headed, but started to put some things together.  She came by again and said we should 
take enough for five days.  That was when reality set in.  We packed everything and closed the place up.  She had two 
other couples staying there so we made a four car convoy and headed up the hills to the Kailua High School where we 
sat in our cars from 10 p.m. until 8 a.m.  Fortunately they opened the restrooms for us.  The warning sirens sounded 
every hour until 3 a.m. and then we didn't hear it again.  We decided to return to the B&B and no one stopped us.  The 
house was safe and so were we.  On Oahu the damage was primarily to small boat marinas--one near Koneohe and the 
other on the North Shore near Haliewa.

Dorothy Langley Carlson ʼ54
shows  the headlines

Gary Carlson ’50 and 
Dorothy Langley Carlson ’54 

survived the tsunami!

On May 17, 2011, at 3:54 PM, Joyce Teters wrote:
$ Thanks for all you do and for including me on your emailing list as requested by my 
brother Jervin Wait...What an awesome human being he is and how lucky I am to have him 
as a brother. 
LtCol (retired) Dr Joyce Teters
1460 Marshall St Apt #2
Redlands, CA 92374

HP 909-793-0995
$ Currently the Director of Safety for Regimental sized United States Marine 
Corps Command at 29 Palms, CA  with three battalions and 5000 Marines, Retired 
from United States Air Force where I flew with the F-15 fighter squadrons and trained 

pilots and flight crews for 20 years. 
$ Now teaching my Marines the skills to stay alive in Afghanistan. 
 $ Please keep me posted on my highschool friends and those who still reside in Sioux Falls.
Gods Speed  Dr Joyce 
Editors Note: Joyce was Joyce Wait, class of ʼ57. Her brother, Jervin Wait was in the class of ʼ55. Jervin, married 
Carol Tague, also in the class of ʼ55.
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Patti Fitzgerald ʼ57

WHS 1957 Yearbook photo.

Joyce Wait ʼ57
WHS 1957 Yearbook Photo

http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110524/COLUMNISTS0113/105240321
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110524/COLUMNISTS0113/105240321
http://www.greetingsfromsiouxfalls.com/
http://www.greetingsfromsiouxfalls.com/
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On May 28, 2011, at 2:46 PM, JSunde@aol.com wrote:
Jack:  Thank you for Rose Ann connection ...she was so gracious to get right back to me and resolved our 
missing person.. and additionally I am attaching a blurb about our reunion in July if you would be so kind to 
include sometime would be much appreciated....Regards, Jon Sunde.   Note: Jon Sunde was in the class of ’56.

Class of 
ʼ56

Reunion
July

29 - 31,
2011

Register
Now!

Guaranteed 
Good
Time
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On Jun 8, 2011, at 1:21 PM, Harry Hoiland wrote:
Jack, You have done a fantastic job for all of our class.   There is one of our classmates that 
deserves special mention as he had the honor of being in the first class to graduate from the 
Air Force Academy.   I was an airman at Lowry Air Force Base in Denver in Jan.-July 1955 
going to radar school for the SD Air National Guard when these first cadets 
came in and we had to share our barracks with them for a short while which 
meant that we had to put up with the same BS that the cadets  got.   Just 
Google Whitey Axlund and you will get this article.    I could not get the page to 
copy but it is from page 120 from the 1959 Air Force Academy Polaris 
Yearbook!   I think that is a very special honor to be in the first class ever to 
graduate from the Air Force Academy. Thanks for the great job/service you are 
doing!   Harry Hoiland 
Editors note: Thanks to Harry  Hoiland ʼ54 of Gig Harbor, WA for sending this on Roger “Whitey” 
Axlund ʻ55. I only knew Whitey  slightly  from WHS football, but I always knew him as such a class 
guy. We need to always remember Whitey as a brave young man who gave his life for his country.

On Jun 13, 2011, at 1:34 PM, Keith Morrill wrote:
Jack,  It's always sad to receive the news that another classmate has passed away, 
especially since it is now happening more frequently.  News that Dick is now gone really 
affected me.  Your remarks about Dick were truly touching and I thank you for them.  I am 
thankful I had the opportunity of being friends with him over the years, even though I did not 

see him very often after retiring and moving to Custer.   I consider Dick the nicest guy I 
ever knew during my years at WHS and beyond. 
    In spite of the sorrow that often accompanies your class updates I want you to know 
that I very much appreciate the time and effort you make to keep the rest of us  informed.  

Thanks again,  Keith

On Jun 16, 2011, at 12:44 PM, Ole Bjerk wrote:
Jack:  Your pictorial of the latest Sioux Falls Park is a far cry from the days when us East Siders, 
Dick Mriden,Don Jensen and others used to swim and catch minnows for fishing,  swimming in 
the cory across the road was a cool experience in the hot summer.  Great to hear from you. I 
applaud your efforts to keep the O & B alive and well.
Orlo

On Jun 8, 2011, at 7:38 AM, pwinden@cox.net wrote about Dick Ronken
Jack, I am deeply  grateful for your sharing information of great importance about classmates, 
schoolmates etc.  Death notices about Dick and others, though not shocking at our time in 
life, are still emotionally  charged with feelings of grief and loss as precious memories and 
feelings are recalled.
$ You are a blessing to many!! 

Paul Winden  

Roger Axlund ʼ55
WHS 1955

Yearbook Photo.

Keith Morrill ʼ54
WHS 1954 Yearbook

Orlo Bjerk ʼ53
WHS 1953 Yearbook

Paul Winden ʼ54
WHS 1954 Yearbook
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An elderly man is stopped by the police around 1 a. m. and is asked where he is going at this time of night. The man 
replies, “I am going to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the effects it has on the human body.”

The officer then asks, “Really?  Who is giving that lecture at this time of night?”   The man replies, “That would be 
my wife.”

mailto:pwinden@cox.net
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On Jun 5, 2011, at 3:46 PM, Marciamljh@aol.com wrote:
Congratulations on your wedding!  Much happiness!  I enjoy receiving the Orange and 
Blacks and thank you again!  I returned from the Balkans a week ago.  The highpoint for 
me was the unlooted tomb of Philip II of Macedon, Alexander's  father.  This is  a year for 
much travel for me.  I had planned and looked forward to a trip to Egypt in March, 
transiting the Suez Canal, visiting Petra and Syria but I figured they didn't need an 
elderly foreign woman in their revolution so I transferred to Japan instead and was there 
for the earthquake!  We were in Kyoto at the time so weren't personally  affected.  Next 
month I'm going to Istanbul for a trip around the Black Sea.  Have a lovely summer!     

Marcia Jones Hartshorn                                     Editors note: Marcia was in the class of 1954.

On Feb 14, 2011, at 12:53 PM, Litljump@aol.com wrote:
Thank you for including me with your publications. I will give you the 
information you requested now also.
Royce (WHS 58) and Deanna (WHS 61) Adams - Dee's  maiden name 
was Frerk
432 South Hawthorne
Sioux Falls, SD  57104
Home: 605-336-9094     Cell: 605-929-5432
  50 years of information would fill many pages but perhaps 
a consolidation will be sufficient. 1958, after graduation, I found 
myself at the Recruit Depot, U.S. Marine Corps, San Diego, Calif. 
3 years  later, after serving in the Third Marine Air Wing, I was 

back home to do a summer of fishing and relaxation. I got so relaxed I never went back to California as I had 
planned. I attended SDSU, Brookings, ran out of funds, was hired by Swift Brothers Construction, then 
Northwest Bell Telephone Co. and then went into the family business, Adams Advertising and Printing. 
During that time I was also a member of the South Dakota Air National Guard, attended Augustana College, 
sold the business and went to work as a Behavior Specialist with the Sioux Falls School District. The wife 
and I both, as employees of that school district, retired on May 18, 2009.
 Dee, a grad of WHS (61) married me in 1963, one son joined us in 1967 and the second son in 1970. 
Both sons are still single so don't worry about seeing any pictures of grand kids.
  We both still substitute teach when we wish to. We enjoy our home and our perennial garden with the 
swimming pool in the middle of it all. We have traveled to Europe many times and tracked down a great 
number of relatives there. I will attempt to attach a picture with this E-mail.
Thanks again,
Royce and Deanna Adams   

On Jan 21, 2011, at 6:13 PM, Richard Foss wrote:
Hello Jack,  My name is Ardeen Richard Foss, WHS 1958, living in Bali, Indonesia.  We 
really enjoy the O & B Alumni newsletter.  So interesting to see the SFHS t-shirts and sweat 
shirts on the Indonesian folks. What brings you to Jakarta?  
What great memories of Warren and Sonya Oyan Gedstad and all the other musicians of 
that time.  It seems to be true that there was a lot more to "band" than just the music.  
Sonya was a big idol of mine back then.  I guess I had a sub-teen crush way back at Mark 

Twain, but never told her so. 
Rich Foss

Marcia Jones ʼ54
WHS 1954 Yearbook

Royce Adams ʼ58
WHS 1958 Yearbook

Deanna Frerk Adams ʼ61
Deeʼs Junior year photo

WHS 1960 Yearbook

Editors note: Dee, I apologize for having to use your junior year photo but I only 
have 1950 to 1960 yearbooks.  Would any one like to donate any other yearbooks?

Ardeen Rich Foss ʼ58
WHS 1958 Yearbook
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On Jan 21, 2011, at 2:18 PM, Vicki Brubaker wrote:
JACK:  ONCE AGAIN I MUST PRAISE YOUR WORK WITH THIS O&B NEWS 
LETTER...IT SEEMS IT'S CONSTANTLY FULL OF WONDERFUL NEWS, REPORTS, 
HEARING FROM OLD FRIENDS AND SOMETIMES EVEN HEARING ABOUT OLD ONES 
THAT PROBABLY DON'T REMEMBER ME,, BUT I REMEMBER THEM!
$ NEXT MONTH, DONNA MARY HECKER AND SHIRLEY KITTELSON (BOTH 
1959 CHEERLEADERS WITH ME ) ARE VISITING ME HERE IN FLORIDA FOR A 
WEEK!  SIOUX FALLS PROBABLY STILL ISN'T OVER OUR 50TH CLASS REUNION 
2009....BUT JUST WAIT TIL THE 3 OF US FINISH HERE IN NAPLES, FL.  HA....ISN'T 
IT TREATING!  THE WEATHER HAS BEEN SO COLD UP YOUR WAY THAT POOR 

SHIRLEY WAS JUST DYING TO GET OUT -- AND DONNA MARY WAS ABLE TO JOIN US AT MY LITTLE 
VILLA HERE; ALTHOUGH TEXAS, WHERE DONNA LIVES, ISN'T AS BAD AS SIOUX FALLS IS FOR 
SHIRLEY.  WE ARE ALL VERY EXCITED ABOUT THEIR VISIT!
I'LL SEND YOU PICTURES JACK.
$ IT WAS INTERESTING READING ABOUT RON VEENKER, AS HIS BROTHER STEVE AND I E-
MAIL EACH OTHER ON A REGULAR BASIS.  STEVE AND I WERE VOTED THE WITTIEST IN OUR 
CLASS AND HE STILL IS A SCREAM!  LOVE TO HEAR FROM HIM.
$ I KNOW THAT SOME OF YOUR NEWS ISN'T ALWAYS ABOUT HAPPY EVENTS, I.E. OBITS, BUT 
IF WE  CAN BELIEVE AS I DO, THAT WE WILL BE WITH THEM ALL AGAIN, IT'S JUST ANOTHER PART 
OF OUR JOURNEY.  LIFE IS SO GOOD.
$ THANKS AGAIN JACK. YOU REALLY DO AN OUTSTANDING JOB PUTTING THE O&B 
TOGETHER.
$ JUDI MCDOUGAL, SEND ME AN E-MAIL HONEY SO I CAN WRITE YOU A NOTE NOW AND THEN 
TOO!
$ VICKI BRUBAKER  1959             Editors note: Sorry Vicki, but Judi McDougal is not an O&B subscriber.

Vicky Brubaker ʼ59
WHS 1959 Yearbook
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This, in a small way, will put into perspective what we have in our world today.          
 
 "Warshing  Clothes Recipe" -- imagine having a recipe for this ! !  !  Years  ago an Alabama 
grandmother gave the new bride the following  recipe: This  is an exact copy as written and found in 
an old scrapbook  -spelling errors and  all.

 WARSHING  CLOTHES  Build fire in backyard to heat kettle of rain water. Set tubs so 
smoke wont blow in eyes if wind is pert. Shave one hole cake of lie soap in boilin water.  Sort  
things, make 3 piles 1 pile white, 1 pile colored, 1 pile work britches and rags.  To make starch, 
stir flour in cool water to smooth, then thin down with boiling water.  Take white things, rub 
dirty spots on board, scrub hard, and boil, then  rub colored don't boil just wrench and  starch.  
Take things out of kettle with broom stick handle, then wrench, and starch.  Hang old rags on 
fence.  Spread tea towels on grass.  Pore wrench water in flower bed. Scrub porch with hot 
soapy water.  Turn tubs upside down.  Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair combs.. Brew 
cup of tea, sit and rock a spell and count your blessings. 

   Paste  this over your washer and dryer and the next time you think things are bleak, read it 
again and then kiss your washer and dryer, and give thanks. For  you non-southerners, “wrench” 
means, rinse  


